Age 46]             The Position of "Waterloo
his wonderful eye anticipated, whilst some of his staff were of opinion
the attack was not in progress.1
Not long after the above episode the battle commenced.
The position of Waterloo, with its opposing ridges and
flat ground in between, was a most spectacular one. It was
the battlefield of a small boy's dreams, with both sides directly
facing each other and having only to advance and hammer
each other.
All through the day the rival artillery thundered forth
from their respective ridges, whilst the cavalry and infantry
charges were made across the intervening valley.
The battle, too, was a straightforward affair, " a pounding
match", the Duke called it. "... Napoleon", said he,
" did not manoeuvre at all. He just moved forward in the
old style, in columns, and was driven off in the old style." a
In the rear of the Duke's position in the centre, and a
little behind the hills, stood the village of Mont St. Jean,
whilst the hamlet of La Belle Alliance lay behind the centre
of Napoleon's ridge. The battle-field was intersected by
two high roads, the one running from Charleroi to Brussels
passing through the villages of both Mont St. Jean and
La Belle Alliance.
The two main objects of interest in the Duke's front line
were the Chateau Hougoumont, with its outbuildings, gardens
and orchards, which stood in the front of his position on the
right j and the farm of La Haye Sainte in front of his centre.
These two. posts were garrisoned by Allied troops and the
fight to obtain possession of them was one of the main themes
of the battle.
The Duke had undertaken to fight Napoleon at Waterloo
in collaboration with Bliicher's forces ; for the task of meet-
ing the superb veterans of France with the very scratch army
at his command had not been in his contemplation.
1  Sir Harry Smith, Vol. /, pp. 268, 269, 230.
2  Dispatches, Vol XII9 p. 629.
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